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l et's just get 

this out of the 

way. I've nev-

er been with-

out men in my 

life. Didn't always 

need them, but 

they were there. 

I was raised by 

a Black mama  who didn't play. 

Paid her own bills, didn't need no 

man to validate her worth, and 

made it crystal clear that her life 

was not a waiting room for ro-

mance. And yet...men still showed 

up. Somtimes useful. Sometimes 

not. But always unforgetabble.  

The first one? My grandfather. Not 

by blood, but by love. George was 

old-school. Smooth bald head, skin 

like midnight, never said much, 

but when he smiled at me with 

that toothless grin? He could do no 

wrong. This was the man who was 

vulnerable enough with me, to let 

a kid with a love of reading, try to 

teach him how to read, with the 

 Bible, no less. We didn’t get far, but 

the fact that he trusted me to try? 

That was love.

Then came my mama’s boy-

friends—a lineup.  

Mr. Horace had a ride so clean and 

cologne so rich, but I was a little 

jealous of him spending time with 

my mama, until we became cool.  

Mr. Jim, the garbage man with a 

heart of gold and a smile that could 

melt any spoiled brat's icy attitude.  

Mr. Fletcher, the flannel-wear-

ing country boy co-worker who 

thought I should be in boots and 

jeans. Sir, I may be soft butch now, 
but I will never  be lumberjack 
chic.  LOL.

And Mr. Henry, the blind, older,    

handsome,  and stylish boyfriend 

armed with a Sunday suit and a Bi-

ble. He took us to a five-hour choir 

anniversary (too long for a child), 

but it gave me my first of many soul-

ful  gospel music experiences. And 

worth it, even though I pitched a fit!

editor
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LOVES AN M/M                                                                    

And of course, there was my dad-

dy. A man who chose the streets 

and prison over me and Mama. But 

even he left something behind—

an 8-track deck  and a box of mu-

sic that taught me  an even deeper 

love of music in his place.

By 13, I’d had my first accidental 

run-in with the male anatomy. I 

walked in on my uncle in the bath-

room, and y'all that thang  was a 
work of art. The image stuck with 

me so hard it snuck its way into a 

scene  in my book, She’s the Boss 

under my pen name, S.L. Brown. Art 
imitates life, don’t it?

So no, it ain’t strange that I love 
M/M stories. I write what turns me 

on, what moves me, what makes 

me feel. And sometimes, that’s two 

women tangled in a slow burn. Oth-

er times, it’s two men, unapologet-

ically loving each other—raw, ten-
der, messy, real.

I didn’t grow up labeling myself. I 

just was. But I found kinship in two 

gay besties from high school, who 

took me into their world and never 

let me feel like I didn’t belong. They 

introduced me to Thursday nights 

at Lola's for Welfare Night, where 

we could get in free or 1/2 price. 

Cocktails at Pear Garden on Fridays 

after work. House music and club 

nights at Traxx on Saturdays. Sun-

day recapping Saturday night in 

Piedmont Park. 

The beauty. The drama. 

The Black gay excellence. 

And yes...the heartbreak, too.

Men living double lives. Friends 

playing fast and loose with love 

without protection. Behind the 

cocktails and cologne, there was 

pain. But even with all the mess, I’ve 

always had love for our brothers—

gay, straight, complicated, and 

everything in between.

So when it came time to write Tight 
End, Jerome “Romeo” Johnson 

practically walked up to me and 

said, “Put me on the page.”

Big. Black. Bold. A beast on the 

field, and a protector off of it. A bad 

boy with a big body and a bigger 

secret. A mama’s boy, a team’s an-

chor, a man who wants to finally 

stop hiding. Because the closet isn’t 

cute. And Jerome’s done pretend-

ing.

This ain’t just a sports romance. It’s 

a second chance story. It’s about 

Black masculinity and the qui-

et longing for love that lives be-

neath the armor. It’s about family, 

truth-telling, and yes—hot sex and 

hard choices. It’s also about hon-

oring the real men who’ve passed 

through my life. Some left me bro-

ken. Some built me up. All of them 

taught me something.

And Shylee Campbell, my alter ego, 

don’t do safe. She does sexy with 

a conscience. Erotica with a mes-

sage. We’re talking about honesty, 

protection, and the often-silenced 

truths about HIV in our Black com-

munities, especially among wom-

en. This ain’t preachy. This is passion 

with a purpose.

So yeah, this special edition of Tight 
End is about Jerome. But it’s also 

about you. About us. 

About how queer women or any 

woman, can love M/M stories. 

About how we challenge boxes 

people try to put us in. 

About how we create characters 

that are bigger, bolder, and some-

times better than the world allows 

us to be.

Inside this issue, you’ll hear from 
some of our faves:  

A deep dive with M/M romance au-

thor Frederick Smith  

Reflections  from Queer literary 

queen Cheril N. Clarke  

Books recs and insights from In-

fluencers Jamie, The Rebellious 
Reader  and Taima, Shades N 
Pages

And of course, your Aunties, W.L. 
Tracy and Georgia Lee

FREDERICK SMITH

ORIGINALLY FROM DETROIT, FREDERICK SMITH IS THE AU-
THOR OF SIX NOVELS SET IN CALIFORNIA CENTERING ON 
BLACK AND QUEER CHARACTERS. HE CURRENTLY LIVES IN 
THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA.

JAMIE, THE REBELLIOUS READER

A PROUD SAPPHIC BOOK LOVER AND LITERARY REBEL, 
JAMIE SPOTLIGHTS BOLD QUEER STORIES THAT CHAL-
LENGE THE NORM AND CELEBRATE PASSION, IDENTITY, AND 
JOY ON EVERY PAGE.

TAIMA, SHADES N PAGES

BAHAMIAN-BORN BOOK LOVER AND LIPSTICK ENTHUSIAST, 
TAIMA CURATES BOLD ROMANCES AND BOLDER LOOKS ONE 
PAGE AND POUT AT A TIME.

Contributors

In this issue

>>>

>>>

CHERIL N. CLARKE

TORONTO-BORN AND MEXICO-BASED, CHERIL N. CLARKE 
IS A VERSATILE AUTHOR AND EXECUTIVE GHOSTWRITER 
WHOSE WORK SPANS FICTION, POETRY, AND CORPORATE 
STORYTELLING. 

" Truth is
my freedom.
Always. "

------  JEROME (ROMEO) JOHNSON  ------

Popular queer wrirer Cheril N. Clarke reminds us 
that labels belong on designer clothes, not on her 
sexuality or her taste in lovers, whether in real life 
or in the unforgetable fantasies she creates.

black, queer & centered
Author of One and Done, Frederick Smith brings 
joy and insight to  the conversation around M/M 
romance—exploring how stories told outside the 
genre's core can still resonate when handled with 
care and authenticity.
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M/M
NEWS

Falling in Love with 
M/M Stories - Jamie
Jamie loves stirring up 
good trouble, especially 
when it means opening 
her eyes and heart to the 
world of M/M stories. 
She shares a few of her 
favorite reads that keep 
her coming back for 
more.

M/M Movies on 
Repeat
W.L. Tracy is sissying 
that walk down memory 
lane, darling—pulling out 
her favorite M/M movies 
and shows with enough 
drama, lust , and eyeliner 
to leave you gagging. 
These are not just recs, 
they're rituals.

Falling in Love 
with M/M Stories - 
Shades N Pages
Less shade, more steam, 
Taima spills all about 
her love affair with M/M 
romance. Come for 
the book recs, stay for 
the lipstick pairings. 
Because every spicy plot 
deserves a bold pout to 
match.

WL TRACY

AN EMERGING AUTHOR WITH A VIVID IMAGINATION, W.L. 
TRACY DRAWS INSPIRATION FROM THE COLORFUL CHAR-
ACTERS AROUND HER TO CREATE STORIES THAT TRANS-
PORT, ENTERTAIN, AND SPARK EMOTION.

writing outside myself
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"WHY I DON'T 

MIND WRITING
OUTSIDE 
MYSELF" i 've been asked 

more than once: 

why, as a lesbian 

author, do I enjoy 

writing charac-

ters whose iden-

tities don't mirror 

my own?

The short answer is because I write 

people, not boxes. My job as a sto-

ryteller isn’t to replicate myself 

across pages. It’s to pull back the 

veil on human complexity. That 

means diving into the contradic-

tions, the cravings, the transforma-

tions and full spectrum of human 

emotion that make us who we are.

And of course, I’m not actually a les-

bian. I am bisexual. But because I’ve 

been married to a woman for over 

20 years, the label sticks in peo-

ple’s minds. I didn’t use to correct 

it, but now I make it a point to, be-

cause it matters. Marriage does not 

erase my identity and that’s not 

something many people discussed 

openly when I was younger, so I let 

them label me. That is until one day 

I was at dinner with a couple who 

was making wild accusations and 

inaccurate statements about the in-

capability of bisexual people being 

able to “settle down.” Or be whole-

heartedly committed to one part-

ner. That’s when I spoke up because 

I realized how much it did matter. To 

be seen in the light that people as-

sumed wasn’t made for you.

When it comes to books, my fic-

tion centers women undergoing 

transformation and those who find 

themselves up against an emo-

tional wall—those who also crave 

guilt-free pleasure—but I don’t box 

my characters into palatable cate-

gories. Some are queer. Some are 

questioning. Some are confident. 

Some are unsure. I don’t just write 

lesbian or bisexual protagonists. In 

fact, in my novella Whiskey Dun-
geon, the central love interest is a 

trans man. 

The main character in this sto-

ry is Morgan Carter, a high-achiev-

ing real estate professional who’s 

burned out, emotionally raw, and 

desperate for something real. She 

meets Caleb, a charismatic farm-

er and chef with an enigmatic past. 

They clash and flirt. They connect, 

through push and pull with ban-

ter and desire. And then, early in 

their courtship, Caleb tells her he’s a 

transgender man. Just like that. And 

he lets her decide for herself how 

she wants to proceed.

His identity isn’t a major twist nor 

a “gotcha” moment. It’s part of the 

landscape of who he is—a man 

of confidence, desire, and radi-

cal emotional intelligence. What 

made Caleb work as a charac-

ter wasn’t his gender history. He’s 

got so much going on in his life be-

yond that, which makes him a lay-

ered and complex guy. Most im-

portantly, he’s transparent about it 

all. It is the friction and tenderness 

that formed between him and Mor-

gan that drive the book. The sto-

ry is about letting go of fear. About 

learning how to receive care even if 

it’s in non-traditional, kink-leaning 

ways. And it is about making room 

for complexity in love and sex.

I write characters like Caleb be-

cause I’m interested in what hap-

pens when people meet at the in-

tersection of vulnerability and 

possibility. I want to see what hap-

pens when two random people 

with complete and full lives are 

pushed towards each other by the 

universe. From there, I hunt for 

what makes us all real: pain, excite-

ment, fear, desire, anxiety, and so 
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much more. The older I’ve gotten, 

the more I’m drawn to stories where 

someone must make a choice—to 

retreat into the familiar, or move to-

ward the unknown—because it’s in 

the unknown that we both find out 

who we are and learn that we have 

the power to create who we are. I’m 

not here to write perfect people be-

cause not a single one of us is per-

fect.

We live in a world full of people, 

marketing and advertising con-

stantly telling us who we should 

be and I love writing characters, re-

gardless of the gender, who ac-

tively choose to ignore that noise. 

I’m here to write people who are 

changing because they want to. Be-

cause they must to get what they 

intrinsically want.

That’s why I reject the idea that bi-

sexual women authors should stick 

to stories about bisexual women. I 

understand the concern about writ-

ing outside one’s experience with-

out care. And I agree that lazy writ-

ing (publishing without research, 

nuance, or listening) can do harm. 

But creating well-crafted, emotion-

ally resonant characters across gen-

der identities or sexual orientations 

isn’t a betrayal of authenticity. Not 

at all. I think it’s actually a commit-

ment to it.

Before I wrote Whiskey Dungeon, 

I didn’t rely on secondhand tropes 

or assumptions. I followed crea-

tors who spoke candidly about 

their lives. I watched, listened, ab-

sorbed—and then I wrote Caleb 

as someone with agency, bound-

aries, flaws, and depth. I also gave 

an early copy to two trans men for 

honest and constructive feedback. 

There were a few things to tweak, 

but overall, they were pleased with 

the representation. So, my charac-

ter, Caleb’s gender history is part 

of who he is, but it doesn’t define 

every moment of the story. The re-

lationship between him and Mor-

gan unfolds because of emotional 

risk, not identity labels.

Readers come to fiction not just to 

see themselves, but to feel some-

thing and be challenged. Fiction 

by bisexual women authors like 

myself isn’t monolithic. Some of us 

write exclusively queer female char-

acters. Some of us write across the 

gender spectrum. Some of us fo-

cus on inner transformation. Others 

write fast-paced plot. I lean toward 

a mix where characters ache and-

change.

My work is for women who are 

somewhere in the middle of their 

own story—often over 35 and tired 

of being told who they should be. 

My readers want fiction that shows 

growth, sensuality, and unapolo-

getic self-exploration. Whether that 

searching happens between two 

women, a woman and a cis man, or 

a woman and a trans man, or some-

one still figuring it all out—it’s all-

part of the same human spectrum.

This approach provides me with 

the fun challenge of seeing the 

world through a new emotional 

lens every time. I invite readers to 

feel something outside of their de-

fault. And I build a body of work that 

reflects the mess and beauty of real 

life, not just the curated version of it.

If you’re looking for fiction that ex-

plores gender and pleasure with 

nuance, check out Whiskey Dun-
geon and more at shop.cheriln-

clarke.com.
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BLACK, QUEER, AND 
CENTERED: WHO'S    

TELLING OUR STORIES 
—AND WHY IT MAT-

TERS.

t he novels of E. 

Lynn Harris were 

the first I'd ever 

read that cen-

tered the lives of 

Black and Queer 

men.

With works like 

Invisible Life  and  Just As I Am, 

published in the early-to-mid 

1990s, Harris introduced readers of 

all ethnicities, genders, and sexu-

alities to M/M romance — explor-

ing the lives and loves of Black and 

Queer characters such as Raymond, 

Basil, Kyle, Kelvin, Quinn, and more. 

His novels also navigated compli-

cated friendships and hesitant ro-

mances with Black women charac-

ters like Sela, Nicole, and Candace.

Harris’s stories were eye-open-

ing and enthralling. He was writing 

M/M romance long before the term 

became a widely recognized cate-

gory.

At the height of his popularity, Har-

ris was considered the most suc-

cessful openly Black and Queer 

novelist. Over his career, he pub-

lished more than ten bestselling 

novels, a memoir, and contributed 

to anthologies focusing on Black 

and Queer identities and Black ro-

mance overall.

When he first emerged on the lit-

erary scene, Harris’s novels were 

praised for their honest depictions 

of Black and Queer men navigat-

ing college life, professional chal-

lenges, family ties, religion, and 

the experience of leaving the U.S. 

South for cities in the North. They 

explored sexuality, love, and resil-

ience with a nuance that was rare at 

the time.

From the  Richmond Voice  on  In-
visible Life:

"One of the most thought-provok-

ing books written about male sex-

uality, particularly Black male sexu-

ality..."

From the Southern Voice:

"Mr. Harris has stimulated a dia-

logue within the African American 

community desperately needed for 

so long about the complicated is-

sues of sexuality."

From the  Philadelphia Trib-
une on Just As I Am:

"...groundbreaking fiction at its 

best. (Harris) has definitely proved 

that African American gay romance 

has a place in the literary market."

Discovering E. Lynn Harris was im-

portant to me for three reasons: 

First, seeing Black and Queer men 

represented on the page made me 

feel validated.

Second, witnessing an open-

ly Black and Queer man authoring 

stories about characters like himself 

showed me that being a Black and 

Queer novelist was possible.

And third, it revealed to me — long 

before I encountered it in academ-

ic spaces — the critical importance 

of own voices in storytelling.

In academic circles, storytelling in 

one's own voice is a cornerstone of 

Black feminist theory, Queer theo-

ry, and other frameworks centered 

on minoritized communities. Sto-

rytelling becomes an act of resist-

ance. It challenges dominant nar-

ratives. It promotes agency, voice, 

and self-definition.

Following my discovery of Har-

ris’s work, I sought out fiction and 

non-fiction by other Black and-

Queer men centering our voices. In 

non-fiction, scholars like Bryant K. 
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Alexander, Keith Boykin, Clay Cane, 

and E. Patrick Johnson shaped my 

understanding of Black Queer mas-

culinities. In fiction, I found peers 

like James Earl Hardy, Dayne Avery, 

Brian Banks, Rashid Darden, Lee-

Hayes, Trent Jackson, Alphonso 

Morgan, and others writing nov-

els where Black Queer lives stood 

at the center — whether the books 

leaned into romance or broader life 

narratives.

Later, I discovered contemporary 

Black M/M romance authors like 

Chaz Cruz, Jeffrey K. Davenport, 

Aaron K. Foley, Kosoko Jackson, Ju-

lian Winters, and many more. And 

in the world of Sapphic romance, 

authors like Alyssa Cole, Sheree L. 

Greer, Meka James, Karmen Lee, 

Anne Shade, Rebekah Weather-

spoon, Fiona Zedde, and others 

continued to expand and enrich the 

canon.

At the heart of all their work was a 

shared commitment: writing our 

stories, with authenticity, with 

pride, with power. It matters. It mat-

ters for Black and Queer people to 

see ourselves — fully, vividly — in 

literature. It matters for those out-

side our communities to read our 

stories, building empathy, educa-

tion, and respect.

Recently, following the release of 

my novel One and Done — a Black, 

Queer, Higher Ed Bay Area romance 

published by Bold Strokes Books — 

I was asked about my views on M/M 

romance: its growing popularity, 

who writes it, who consumes it, and 

how authenticity plays into it.

Reflecting on these questions, I re-

alized something that may not 

be obvious to all readers: A large 

portion of today’s popular M/M 

romance is written by women 

— across various genders and sex-

ualities—and consumed primarily 

by women.

This discovery was eye-opening, es-

pecially given that I’d been steeped  

in M/M romance and Queer litera-

ture written by Black and Queer au-

thors. My reading roots were plant-

ed in the work of authors telling 

stories from within the community.

The conversations brought to mind 

the words of Toni Morrison, who fa-

mously discussed the importance 

of writing  without  centering the 

“white gaze” — the idea that Black 

writers should not prioritize white 

readers’ comfort over authentic 

storytelling. Similarly, Morrison not-

ed that for some readers, imagining 

Black characters at the center — in-

love, in life, in power — might be a 

challenge.

In romance writing today, I be-

lieve there is a similar responsibil-

ity. Black authors, Queer authors, 

authors from all marginalized iden-

tities must wrestle with the respon-

sibility of  getting it right  — espe-

cially when writing beyond their 

own experiences.

Writers like Kennedy Ryan speak 

about approaching romance nov-

els like journalism: doing hours of 

research, conducting interviews, 

listening closely, ensuring authen-

ticity.

Historical romance legend Beverly 

Jenkins speaks about writing with 

historical accuracy, educational val-

ue, and a deep respect for identity 

and language.

I believe anyone can write about 

communities outside their own—

but only if they do the homework.

Ultimately, authors must decide 

what they can portray authentical-

ly and responsibly. Sometimes that 

means staying true to your own 

lived experiences. Sometimes it 

means doing the deep work to tell 

someone else's story right. And al-

ways, it means writing with  care, 

craft, and commitment  to honor-

ing the communities you're repre-

senting.

Because at the end of the day, rep-

resentation isn’t just about being 

seen— it's about being seen right.
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e's the Atlanta Pits'  star 

tight end, a five-time Pro 

Baller, and a certified beast 

in the red zone. But be-

neath the headlines, the 

muscle, and the tabloid 

heat, Jerome "Romeo" Johnson is a man reckoning 

with the ghosts of his past, the chaos of his present, 

and the possibility of something more. In this exclu-

sive, no-holds-barred interview, Jerome opens up 

about the weight he carries, the man who just might 

have his heart, and what it truly means to fight for re-

demption on and off the field.

Q1:  You've been called a  beast on the field and a 

hearbreaker off it. Fair assessment?

JEROME:  Depends on who you ask. If you ask the 

Rome Dome fan club, they'll say I’m the full fantasy—

big hands, big stats, and a bigger reputation. If you ask 

the people who’ve actually tried to get close to me… 

well, let’s just say I’ve left a few broken hearts behind. 

I don’t mean to. I just wasn’t built for soft at first. I was 

built to survive.

Q2:  How does it feel being the face of the Atlanta 

Pits on and off the turf?

JEROME:  It’s pressure. Constant. But I don’t run from 

it. I grew up protecting people I love—Mama Joy, Kari-

na, my team. So whether it’s the playoffs or a PR night-

mare, I step in front of the mess and take the hit. That’s 

what captains do.

Q3:  If you weren't playing football, what would you 

be doing right now?

JEROME: I actually already started making plans. I 

bought a ranch out in Blairsville—a quiet, beautiful 

place in the mountains. I’ve always wanted to build an 

animal rescue sanctuary. Just a space where the for-

gotten, the injured, the misunderstood could heal 

without judgment.

During football season, I’d still be in Atlanta, maybe 

coaching the Pits. But off-season? I’d be out there—

taking care of animals, breathing real air, and living a 

life with more peace than pressure.

That ranch? It’s not just a backup plan. It’s what I want 

for the next chapter.

Q3: You've taken some heat for being...let's say, 

complicated in relationships. Where does that 

come from?

JEROME:From being needed before I was ready. 

When you're everybody’s hero, you learn to armor 

up early. That armor don’t come off easy, even when 

somebody’s trying to love you through it. I've lost 

people because of that. Maybe I deserved to.

Q4: Speaking of people—you’ve carried guilt over 

Ronnie’s prison sentence. How has that shaped 

you?

JEROME: Every day I walk free, I remember the 

weight I left behind. Ronnie’s more than a best 

friend—he’s my brother. My mistake cost him years. 

That guilt don't go away. I just learned how to train 

through it, play through it, and now… talk through it. 

Barely.

Q5: Let’s shift to love. Word is, a certain PR expert 

from Miami has found his way back into your life. 

Care to comment?

JEROME: (Smiles) Ken. Yeah. That man got a mouth 

on him—and I don’t just mean the PR spin. He’s my 

trigger and my calm all in one. He walked back into 

my life like he never left… and my heart ain’t stopped 

stuttering since.

Q6: What is it about Kenyada that gets under your 

skin?

JEROME: He sees me. Not the jersey, not the muscles, 

not the noise. Just…me. And that’s terrifying. 'Cause 

once you’ve been seen, you can’t go back to being in-

visible.

Q7: Do you believe love and ambition can co-exist?

JEROME: I didn’t used to. I thought it was one or 

the other—win rings or fall in love. But now? After 

everything? I’m starting to think the real win is when 

you stop choosing and start fighting for both.

Q8: You're coming off a scandal, an injury, and 

playoff win. What does healing look like for Je-

rome Johnson right now?

JEROME: I t looks like not pretending. Not hiding my 

vulnerability. Not dodging how I truly feel about Ken-

yada or hiding who I really am from my mama and sis-

ter. It's slow, and some days it hurts like hell. But it's 

real.

h
>>>
Emotional + Sexy He’s the league’s baddest 
tight end—with a body built for headlines and a past 
he’d rather forget.
But when the one man he could never shake returns 
to clean up his latest scandal, Jerome “Romeo” 
Johnson is forced to face the truth: some plays aren’t 
about glory. They’re about redemption, reckoning… 
and real love. 

WHEN YOU'RE EVERYBODY'S 
HERO, YOU LEARN TO ARMOR 
UP EARLY AND IT DON'T COME 
OFF EASY. >>>

the lines:  a one-on-one with jerome "romeo" johnson

>>> Gritty + Romantic  On the field, he’s unstoppable. 
Off the field, he’s unraveling. Jerome Johnson built 
his reputation on power, swagger, and never getting 
too close. But when a brutal playoff hit and a tabloid 
scandal collide, the man known as “Romeo” has to 
fight for more than his legacy—he has to fight for the 
love he thought he lost.

 The one who tears  you apart from 

the inside out with his body, his 

mind, his damn soul.

Yet, as Kenyada Santiago slowed the 

rental car in front of the towering 

gates of Jerome Johnson’s estate, a 

part of him couldn’t deny the brutal 

truth: he must crave this kind of cha-

os like the air he breathed.

Why else would he have accepted 

the assignment to clean up after the 

fallen football star? Jerome was his 

kryptonite, plain and simple. Almost 

five years ago, Kenyada had vowed 

to stay as far away from that green-

back demon as humanly possible. 

The fear of losing himself—again—

in the arms of a man who had once 

owned him had driven Kenyada all 

the way to Miami, miles from Atlan-

ta, to a career that thrived on fix-

ing other people's scandals. He had 

carved out a life where he was the 

one in control, not the one spiraling 

out of control.

Jerome, though? Jerome had been 

his undoing. His addiction.

With a snort, Kenyada shook his 

head at his own failed attempts to 

escape the vice of his more than ca-

pable captor. Because here he 

was. Back again!

  " It always  
  begins with 
  the eyes. "

fo
ul

 pl
ay

>>>

EXACTLY WHAT THIS WAS. THE 
KIND OF FUCKING CHAOS THAT 
RIPPED THROUGH YOU LIKE GIVING 
YOUR HEART TO THE WRONG 
MUTHAFUCKA!
CHAPTER 2 FOUL PLAY EXCERPT

Chaos. That's...
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y ou're known 

for spotting 

the good stuff 

when it comes to 

bold, emotion-

al reads. What 

pulls you into 

queer romance 

stories, especial-

ly ones like Je-

rome "Romeo" Johnson's journey? 

Even before I came out I was al-
ways drawn to Queer stories be-
cause while I was still hiding in 
the (glass closet, honestly), I 
was desperately seeking that 
representation. It made me feel 
as if one day I could comforta-
bly live my life freely and open-
ly. They’ve been so freeing and 
important to me in finally com-
ing out. 

When you're reading M/M romance 

with Black leads, what makes you 

fall hard for the characters and their 

love story?

Honestly, just seeing Black 

leads in  M/M is what makes me 
fall for it. That kind of represen-
tation is so needed and I make 
sure to always read and shine a 
light on them whenever I can.

You spotlight so many amazing 

voices as The Rebellious Reader. 

What's one thing you wish more 

readers realized about diving into 

diverse queer romance? 

How eye opening they can be. 
Reading diversely can help you 
understand different walks of 
life and I think that will always be 
a good thing. I’m someone who 
enjoys learning about people, so 
even if their background is noth-
ing like mine I just want to know 
more. Reading diversely really 
helps with that.

Okay, quick challenge—describe 

Jerome "Romeo" Johnson in three 

words based on what you know 

about him (no pressure, but make 

'em good).

Persistent. Stubborn. Vulnera-
ble.
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Tight End digs deep into showing 

strength and vulnerability. Can you 

shout out a book that hit you the 

same way—where a character real-

ly stayed with you? -

Chiron from the 2016 film 
‘Moonlight’. The script version is 
absolutely superb and is a book 
that I pick up and go through 
from time to time. It’s an incredi-
ble addition to the film.

You’ve got a great eye for what’s 

working in romance right now. 

In your opinion: What do we 

need more of? 

More queer sci-fi! Queers in 
space or on a time traveling ad-
venture! I love those types of 
books. 

And what are you happily tossing 

into the “we’re done here” pile? 

I feel like enemies to lovers is a 
bit played out right now. Shock-
ing to say, as it’s one of my fa-
vorite tropes, but yeah it’s feel-
ing a bit over saturated to me.

Lightning round! Ready? Trope 

you’ll never get tired of? 

Second chance. I don’t know 
about spinning the block in real 
life but it always works for me in 
fiction. I love seeing characters 
work past what originally broke 
them apart and find that love 
again. I think that’s so beautiful.

First book character that stole your 

heart? 

I’ve been reading so long, I gen-
uinely don’t remember a charac-
ter that really captured my heart. 
I know there has to be one, but I 
can’t think of them.

One word to describe the perfect 

love scene?  Tender.

A queer romance you’d recom-

mend without even blinking? 

The Wicker King by K. Ancrum. 
Actually, anything by K. Ancrum.

Last one! For anyone who's just 

starting to branch out into diverse 

queer romance (especially sports 

romance like Tight End), what ad-

vice would you give?

Do not be intimidated, if a book 
sounds like something you 
might enjoy just go for it. There 
are so many books out there, so 
I know you’ll find something that 
will work for you.

If you’re looking to get into good 

trouble one book read and review 

at a time, follow Jamie on the Gram  

@therebelliousreader

JAMIE'S LOVE OF
M/M BOOKS

ou've built an 

amazing com-

munity celebrat-

ing books that re-

flect real, nuanced 

characters. What 

draws you person-

ally to queer ro-

mance and stories 

like Jerome "Romeo" Johnson's? 

I’m drawn to queer romance 
and stories because they offer 
a fresh perspective on love and 
relationships. They challenge 
societal norms and provide 
representation for marginal-
ized communities. These sto-
ries explore the complexities of 
love and identity, showing both 
struggles and joy. Ultimately, 
they inspire me to embrace au-
thenticity and celebrate love in 
all its forms.

When you think about M/M ro-

mance written by or centered 

around Black characters, what feels 

most important to you as a reader 

and reviewer?

When it comes to M/M romance 
with Black characters, I think a 
few key things are really impor-
tant. First, the characters should 
be real and show the variety 
within the Black community. It’s 
also important to include cultur-
al details, like family traditions 
and dynamics. We should ad-
dress the unique challenges that 
Black LGBTQ+ people face. Pos-
itive portrayals of healthy rela-
tionships are essential because 
they show joy and connection. 
Finally, I like stories that are di-
verse and avoid stereotypes. 
Together, these elements help 
create powerful stories that res-
onate with readers.

At Shades N Pages, you highlight 

a lot of underrepresented voices. 

What's one thing you wish more 

mainstream readers understood 

about diverse queer love stories?
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One thing I wish more main-
stream readers understood 
about diverse queer love sto-
ries is that they go beyond just 
identity; they reflect the univer-
sal feelings and experiences of 
love that everyone can relate 
to. These stories show love in 
many different ways—passion-
ate, complicated, sweet, or even 
sad—similar to any other love 
story. By reading more diverse 
queer narratives, people can see 
that love doesn’t have to follow a 
specific pattern. These stories 
help us understand that love, in 
all its forms, is a vital part of be-
ing human. They remind us to 
connect with each other’s expe-
riences and emotions, no matter 
our differences.

If you could describe Jerome "Ro-

meo" Johnson in three words based 

on what you've read about him so 

far, what would they be and why?

Jerome “Romeo” Johnson can 
be described as conflicted, iso-
lated, and yearning. He experi-
ences deep inner conflict as he 
hides his identity as a gay man to 
protect his career in profession-
al football. This leads to a sense 
of isolation, as he feels unable 
to connect genuinely with oth-
ers and struggles with the pain 
of being apart from the man he 
loves. Additionally, he feels in-
debted to his friend’s broth-
er, who took the fall for him, fur-
ther complicating his emotional 
state. Above all, Romeo yearns 
for freedom and acceptance, 
longing to live openly and au-
thentically without the weight of 
fear or guilt holding him back.

Tight End is about more than just 

heat—it's about heart, struggle, 

and finding redemption through 

love. Can you share a book you've 

read that gave you that same blend 

of fire and soul? 

Heated Rivalry by Rachel Reid 
will always be my choice. It 
beautifully captures the blend of

fire and soul. The story revolves 
around two hockey players who 
initially have a fierce rivalry but 
gradually develop a complicat-
ed, passionate relationship. 
Their journey is filled with ten-
sion, heart-wrenching strug-
gles, and ultimately, redemption 
through love. Rachel Reid does 
an excellent job of portraying the 
characters' vulnerabilities and 
the intense emotions that ac-
company their rivalry.

You've got your finger on the pulse 

of what readers crave. In your opin-

ion, what's one thing you think the 

romance community needs more 

of, and what are you tired of seeing?

The romance community des-
perately needs fully fleshed-
out and thought-provoking sto-
ries that have undergone careful 
editing. There’s not enough ro-
mance in the books anymore. I 
want to see the angst and deep 
emotions we use to have—bring 
that back. Additionally, we need 
safe spaces where readers can 
be honest and open about the 
books they enjoy. I am tired of 
seeing the same tropes repeat-
ed endlessly. What I truly de-
sire are stories written from the 
heart, rather than those craft-
ed merely to align with current 
trends or popular demands.

Quick lightning round! Ready?

Favorite spicy trope? I absolute-
ly love the Age Gap trope, espe-
cially when it features an older 
woman and a younger man. 

First book boyfriend you fell for? 

Dexter Jordan Madaris! He was 
my introduction to the Age Gap 
tropbe and made me fall head 
over heels.

One word that describes the per-

fect love scene? Intimate.

To get the 411 on Taima's book rec-

ommendations and more, flip to 

page 14.

TAIMA'S LOVE OF
M/M BOOKSy

>>>
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M/M MOVIES                                                                   
ON REPEAT                                                                   

hroughout my life, I 

have had varying in-

terests. From music to 

sports, from fashion 

to reading, through 

it all, my interest has 

grown over the years. 

As a huge TV junkie, 

I watched TV shows 

as though I lived on 

screen with my fa-

vorite characters, from Matt Hou-

ston to Laura Holt and Clair Hux-

table to Neil Harper, played by the 

incomparable Nell Carter (if you 

don't know who she is, please look 

her up!).

It wasn't until I got older that I real-

ly got into movies. There wasn't one 

genre I watched over any other un-

til I saw my first M/M romance, A 
Touch of Pink. It's the movie that, 

to this day, when I come back to it 

and watch, I love it just as much as I 

did the very first time.

For anyone who hasn’t seen this 

film, it's a romantic comedy about 

Alim, a gay South Asian man living 

in London with his boyfriend, Giles. 

He's out around his friends but still 

very much in the closet when it 

comes to his super traditional Mus-

lim mom and family. Then...sur-

prise! His mom shows up for an 

unannounced visit, and Alim's care-

fully balanced life unravels. One of 

my favorite characters (besides his 

mom, who's a whole force of her 

own) is Alim's imaginary friend, who 

happens to be the ghost of Cary 

Grant. He's not a perfect copy of the 

incomparable Cary Grant, but he 

nails the charm, swagger, and old 

Hollywood flair. His pep talks come 

with all the theatrics of a matinee 

idol and the subtlety of a glitter can-

non, which is exactly what you'd ex-

pect from a ghost who thinks life 

is one long Technicolor close-up. 

(And yes, I absolutely LOVE TCM.) 

This movie is so adorable and 

packed with anticipated drama and 

coming-out chaos, but with plenty 

of heart. A total must-watch that'll 

keep you smiling from start to 
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finish. 

Another M/M that's on repeat isn't 

a movie but goes back to my love 

of TV…well, it's two shows: No-
ah's Arc and Queer as Folk. Both 

of these shows are iconic. Noah's 
Arc gave us the representation we 

still don't get enough of; gay Black 

men on TV (or in film). Queer as 
Folk made queer stories more rele-

vant and forced them into the con-

versation.

Now, if you like your holiday movies 

with a side of queer, then Single All 
the Way is the movie for you. I love 

Hallmark movies, and this one gives 

you the inclusiveness of a quirky 

holiday story and stars Michael Urie 

as Peter, a social media manager, 

and Philemon Chambers as his best 

friend and roommate, Nick. It's got 

everything your typical Hallmark 

movie would have: an adorable 

small town, tree decorating, and a 

big question hanging in the air!

Of course, my watchlist didn't stop 

with just those four classics. I've 

happily gone global searching for 

great M/M stories. I love Bollywood 

films, and Shubh Mangal Zyada 
Saavdhan is one of my favorites. 

The rainbow-colored roman-

tic comedy made me cheer at the 

on-screen romance and fantastic 

dance scenes. There's a part in the 

movie where the two male leads 

share a bold kiss in front of their In-

dian family on a moving train, and 

yes, I absolutely cheered out loud 

there, too! 

Not all my M/M favorites are light 

and fluffy. So, if you're ever in the 

mood for something more intense, 

Out in the Dark is one to check out. 

It follows Nimer, a Palestinian stu-

dent, who falls for Roy, an Israe-

li lawyer. Their connection is unde-

niable from the start, but it plays 

out under the backdrop of real po-

litical danger. Every interaction be-

tween them feels high-stakes, not 

in an over-the-top way, but in that 

quiet, "what would you risk for love" 

kind of way. This movie had me 

hoping they'd find a way through, 

even when everything was thrown 

at them. It's intense, emotional, and 

beautifully shot, with this dark, in-

timate energy that makes you lean 

in a little closer to the screen. It may 

not be a watch-on-repeat kind of 

film, but it definitely deserves a 

place on your list.

Another favorite of mine is raw, 

unfiltered, and unapologetic: 

Tongues Untied. Now, this isn't a 

love story in the traditional sense; 

it is a love story for any gay person 

who has ever felt like they didn't 

belong. It's part documentary and 

part spoken word, beautifully di-

rected by Marlon Riggs. It shows 

what it really means to be Black 

and gay in a world that keeps try-

ing to silence both. What I love most 

is how it calls out the pressure for 

Black men to always show up as hy-

per-masculine. Within the Black 

community especially, a Black man 

who is also gay is often treated like 

he's somehow less than. It's not the 

kind of thing you put on in the back-

ground. You listen. You feel it. Now, 

more than ever, films like this mat-

ter.

On a completely different note, if 

you're looking for something fun to 

stream that brings the drama, the 

laughs, and just the right amount 

of messy romance, Fire Island is it. 

It centers around a group of friends, 

Noah, Howie, Luke, Keegan, and 

Max, who, every year, get togeth-

er for a weeklong vacation on Fire 

Island. This year, the crew is met 

with the unfortunate news that 

their "house mother," Erin, plans to 

sell her house, making  this the last 

week they'll spend together on the 

island.This movie is sexy, funny, and 

full of those blink-and-you'll-miss-it 

moments you end up rewinding to 

catch again.

So, if you can't tell yet…hello! My 

name is W. L. Tracy, and I am addict-

ed to M/M romance movies and 

shows. If you have one you can rec-

ommend, send it in to info@onyx-

lee.   

Touch of Pink
When Alim’s 
conservative mother 
makes a surprise visit, 
he scrambles to hide 
his boyfriend—and his 
truth. Luckily, the ghost 
of Cary Grant is here to 
help. Kind of.

Tongues United
Blends poetry, personal 
history, and protest 
to boldly affirm that 
Black men loving Black 
men is a radical act of 
resistance and pride.

Queer As Folk
Celebrates queer 
friendship, love, and 
resilience through 
bold storytelling that 
helped redefine LGBTQ+ 
television.

1

3

MOVIE  RECS
W.L. Tracy

W.L.Tracy, Onyx Lee Pub
Noah's Arc 
Follows four Black 
gay friends in L.A. as 
they navigate love, 
friendship, and identity 
in a world that doesn’t 
always see them.2

Fire Island
A vibrant, multicultural 
queer rom-com that 
reimagines Pride and 
Prejudice through 
friendship, romance, 
and one unforgettable 
summer in gay paradise.4 5

12
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Since Pro 
basketball player 
Ty "Pretty Boy" 
Washington
picked up a basketball, 
he's only ever wanted 
one thing: to make it to 
the pro league and win 
championships. 

Devastated after 
being left at the 
altar, paralegal 
Gage Archer feels 
lonely and
unwanted. His breakup 
opens wounds from his 
turbulent childhood. But 
things change when he 
spends time with his 
boss and a new lawyer.

After divorcing the 
woman he'd been 
with since he was 
seventeen,
Nick Fuller is starting 
over. He owns the 
restaurant of his 
dreams, and  he soon 
meets the man of his 
fantasies, Bryce Tanner.

1

3

BOOK RECS
Shades N Pages

Taima, Shades N Pages
Lorenzo Moretti 
and Damon 
Blackwell have 
never met, 
but they're tied together 
by the same tragedy. 
They were both there 
that night. They each 
lost someone they 
loved.

2

Lobster Shorts, 
21. Jack. Secretly 
a science geek. 
Hot AF.
LobsterShorts: So. 
Here goes. For her 
birthday, my girlfriend 
wants...a threesome. 
SinnerThree: Then 
you've come to the right 
hookup app.

4 5

Jamal - I relish 
in the chaos and 
violence that a 
fight entails.
My refusal to back 
down is what landed me 
behind these walls. But 
giving into my deepest 
darkest desires never 
felt so good.

The epic enemies-
to-lovers hockey 
romance.
Nothing interferes 
with pro hockey star 
Shane Hollander's 
game.Boston Bears 
captain Ilya Rozanov is 
everything Shane's not. 

o expand your collection of diverse 

queer romances, explore works 

by authors from various LGBTQ+ 

backgrounds and consider inde-

pendently published books for unique voices. 

Engage with social media and book platforms 

to find recommendations and discussions, and 

be open to different genres, as queer romance 

spans many styles. Lastly, prioritize stories that 

authentically represent queer experiences and 

intersectionality to deepen your understanding 

of the LGBTQ+ community.

What book would you recommend to anyone 
new to M/M romance?

Try by Ella Frank is a fantastic starting point. It's 

part of the Temptations series and was my gate-

way into M/M romance! 

Any final words on why  you like M/M erotic/ 
romance novels? 

I really like M/M erotic/romance novels because 

they give me a chance to see LGBTQ+ relation-

ships represented in a way that's often lacking in 

other genres. I  love how these stories dive deep 

into the emotions and development of the char-

acters, making them relatable. Plus, they’re just 

fun to read and let me escape into some serious-

ly passionate love stories!

t
>>>

Taima (Shades N Pages) 
is a Bahamian-born lover and lipstick enthusiast who 
curates bold romances and bolder looks one page 
and pout at a time.  
If you're in search of the perfect literarature and 
lipstick combination, follow her on the Gram 
@shadesnpages

what advice would you 
give readers who want to 
expand their bookshelves 
and dive deeper into 
diverse, powerful queer 
romances like "tight 
end"?

6
7
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things a

>>>
Nothing hits harder than home. Mama 
Joy’s golden, crispy fried chicken is 
the soul food that raised Jerome and 
still grounds him today.

mama joy's fried chicken

2

1

>>>
Jerome’s nightcap of choice. A 
whiskey sour with that extra velvety 
kick—the kind that says, 'I’ve earned 
this moment.'

whiskey sour 

>>>

5

4

6
cohiba maduro 5 cuban cigars

Jerome’s wind-down ritual always ends 
with a Cohiba Maduro 5—rich, bold, and 
unapologetically smooth. These Cuban 
classics are a taste of tradition and 
dominance.

>>> ferrari 812 superfast  ocean fade

>>> varela & cruz italian suit
Power meets polish. Jerome’s go-to 
tailored suits are bold, bright, and cut 
with precision—because stepping out 
clean is part of the game.

Smooth like his Sunday mood. This coastal 
blue ride turns heads and calms nerves—a 
different vibe, same domination.

>>> noxx edge signature shades
When Jerome slides these shades on, 
it’s game over. Sleek, shadowed, and 
sharp—just like his focus on and off 
the field.

>>>
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>>> royal legacy timepiece by audemars piguet
Every second counts—especially when you’re chasing 
greatness. This luxury watch reminds Jerome that legacy 
doesn’t just tick by—it’s built.

>>> santoni harlem oxfords
These aren’t just shoes—they’re 
statements. Custom-painted leather 
oxfords that stomp with swagger and 
purpose.

>>> ebene obsidian by tom ford
Dark, spicy, unforgettable. This cologne 
lingers just like Jerome’s presence—
intense and undeniably seductive.

>>
>>

>>
>>

>>
>>

>
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